Outperform the competition with Dow Building Solutions and Outperformance Homes.
For over 65 years, Dow has been a proven industry leader in above grade, below grade, air sealing
and weatherization solutions. Beginning with the invention of STYROFOAM™ Brand XPS
Insulation in 1941, Dow has been helping builders differentiate themselves in the marketplace
and offer their customers better-performing, energy-efﬁcient homes. See our latest offerings at
insulateyourhome.com.
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Homes by Dow
A better build. A better
value. A better investment.
In the U.S.
The Dow Chemical Company
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Midland, MI 48674

Sales and Technical Information
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NOTICE: No freedom from infringement of any patent owned by Dow or others is to be inferred. Because use conditions and applicable laws may
differ from one location to another and may change with time, Customer is responsible for determining whether products and the information in this
document are appropriate for Customer’s use and for ensuring that Customer’s workplace and disposal practices are in compliance with applicable
laws and other government enactments. The products shown in this literature may not be available for sale and/or available in all geographies where
Dow is represented. The claims made may not have been approved for use in all countries. Dow assumes no obligation or liability for the information
in this document. References to “Dow” or the “Company” mean the Dow legal entity selling the products to Customer unless otherwise expressly
noted. NO WARRANTIES ARE GIVEN; ALL IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE ARE
EXPRESSLY EXCLUDED.
Water-Resistive Barrier
NOTICE: Changes to the International Residential Code require the installation of a water-resistive barrier (WRB) within most exterior wall
assemblies in residential construction. The following Dow insulated sheathing products qualify as a WRB when installed according to the
installation instructions developed for “installation of foam sheathing as a weather-resistive barrier”: STYROFOAM™ DURAMATE™ Plus,
STYROFOAM™ Residential Sheathing, STYROFOAM™ Tongue & Groove, STYROFOAM™ Square Edge, STYROFOAM™ Residing Board,
THERMAX™ Sheathing, TUFF-R™ and Super TUFF-R™ and therefore do not require the use of a building paper or a housewrap as a WRB.
When a WRB is not needed, these Dow foam sheathings may be installed according to standard installation instructions for foam sheathing
from Dow. Be sure products and installation instructions meet code requirements for your particular location. Note: WEATHERMATE™ and
WEATHERMATE™ Plus Housewraps have already qualiﬁed as water-resistive alternatives to the prescribed felt (see Evaluation Reports
NER-593 and NER-640 for approved alternative).
Dow Polyurethane Foam Insulation and Sealants
• FROTH-PAK™ Spray Polyurethane Foam
• STYROFOAM™ Brand Spray Polyurethane Foam
CAUTION: When cured, these products are combustible and will burn if exposed to open ﬂame or sparks from high-energy sources. Do not
expose to temperatures above 240ºF (116ºC). For more information, consult Material Safety Data Sheets, call Dow at 1-866-583-BLUE (2583)
or contact your local building inspector. In an emergency, call 1-989-636-4400 in the U.S. or 1-519-339-3711 in Canada.
FROTH-PAK™ Spray Polyurethane Foam contains isocyanate, hydroﬂuorocarbon blowing agent and polyol. Read the instructions and
Material Safety Data Sheets carefully before use. Wear protective clothing (including long sleeves), gloves, goggles or safety glasses, and proper
respiratory protection.
Do not breathe vapor or mist. Use only with adequate ventilation. It is recommended that applicators and those working in the spray area wear
respiratory protection. Increased ventilation signiﬁcantly reduces the potential for isocyanate exposure; however, supplied air or an approved airpurifying respirator equipped with an organic vapor sorbent and a particulate ﬁlter may still be required to maintain exposure levels below ACGIH,
OSHA, WEEL or other applicable limits. For situations where the atmospheric levels may exceed the level for which an air-purifying respirator
is effective, use a positive-pressure, air-supplying respirator (air line or self-contained breathing apparatus). Spraying large amounts of foam
indoors may require the use of a positive-pressure, air-supplying respirator. Contents under pressure.
GREAT STUFF PRO™ sealant and adhesive products contain isocyanate and a ﬂammable blowing agent. Read the label and Material Safety
Data Sheets carefully before use. Eliminate all sources of ignition before use. Wear long sleeves, gloves, and safety glasses or goggles.
Provide adequate ventilation or wear proper respiratory protection. Contents under pressure.
STYROFOAM™ Brand Spray Polyurethane Foam contains isocyanate, hydroﬂuorocarbon blowing agent and polyol. Read the instructions
and Material Safety Data Sheets carefully before use. Wear protective clothing (including long sleeves), gloves, goggles and proper respiratory
protection. Supplied air or an approved air-purifying respirator equipped with an organic vapor sorbent and a P100 particulate ﬁlter is required
to maintain exposure levels below ACGIH, OSHA, WEEL or other applicable limits. Provide adequate ventilation. Contents under pressure.
STYROFOAM™ Brand SPF should be installed by a trained SPF applicator.
Moisture/Mold Statement
Building and/or construction practices unrelated to building materials could greatly affect moisture and the potential for mold formation.
No material supplier including Dow can give assurance that mold will not develop in any speciﬁc system.
®™Trademark of The Dow Chemical Company (“Dow”) or an afﬁliated company of Dow.
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“With partners like Dow, my business
has gained a new spark that has
helped differentiate us as a builder
in this changing market.”
— Dan Kittilsen
President, DJK Custom Homes, Inc.

“At Cobblestone Homes, we’ve seen our company grow nearly 160%
in the last ﬁve years. There are a lot of reasons behind that growth,
and a big one is our relationship with Dow.”
— Mark Wahl
Owner, Cobblestone Homes

“Dow gets it. The sales and marketing tools that Dow provides our
team are great assets when differentiating Ideal Homes. They help
make it possible for us to give our buyers logical reasons to make
an emotional decision.”

Dow’s
Outperformance
Systems

Industry-Leading Support

— Steve Shoemaker
Director of Marketing, Ideal Homes
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You’re backed by the Power of BLUETM
Our team of experts is here to help you outperform.

With Dow Building Solutions as your partner and product provider,
you’ll receive an elite level of customer service and technical support.
Our team of Dow building-envelope experts provides an unprecedented
level of sales and technical support — combined with industry-leading
research and product development — to help you build better homes
and a bigger business.
• Support Our in-house customer service team is trained
to support you and your business from your first order
— and beyond
• Design & Application We provide technical support
to help you with any installation or application questions
• Solutions Our in-the-field sales team consults with
your team to help ensure you’re offering the best
solutions to your customers

IT’S ALMOST LIKE FINDING MONEY
HIDDEN IN THE WALLS.
You may think that an Outperformance Home costs
substantially more to build than a code-built home.
Actually, Outperformance Homes cost less per month to
heat and cool, which offsets the up-front investment and
makes an Outperformance Home a better long-term value
for homebuyers — and helps free up money that can be
used for upgrades, such as granite countertops
or hardwood ﬂoors.

• Innovation Our R&D specialists are constantly creating
new and enhanced systems and applications to help you
stay ahead of codes

Over 65 years of being years ahead.
When you use products from Dow Building Solutions, your business is
associated with a name that is at the forefront of building science and
performance. You’ll begin every project knowing your materials come
from a provider that is part of the Dow Chemical Company, a global
leader in science-based solutions. Moreover, Dow Building Solutions
measures the performance of test homes in real-world conditions to
prove the power of Outperformance building practices. These case
studies, as well as our national marketing initiatives and signiﬁcant
presence at industry events, are designed to create additional demand
for Outperformance Homes.

Code Home
$250,000

Monthly
Mortgage*

$978

Monthly
Heating
Costs

$41

As a leader in the building and construction industry,
Dow has more than 65 years of experience helping
builders outperform codes, competitors and
homeowners’ expectations.
Outperformance Homes feature an integrated system of
Dow solutions that work below grade and above grade to
better protect the structure from air and water inﬁltration,
temperature ﬂuctuations and energy loss. By building
Outperformance Homes — which do not involve substantially
higher costs or complicated building practices — you are
offering your customers a house that is:
• More comfortable
• More durable, protecting your customers’ investment
• More efﬁcient and costs less to operate
At the same time, Outperformance Homes offer many
benefits to you as a builder, including:

You get a better home that costs $7 less a month.
*Monthly payment calculated assuming 20% down payment
and 30-year mortgage at 4% interest.

Ready to outperform your competitors?
To learn more about our solutions as well as the beneﬁts of
partnering with Dow Building Solutions, contact us at
1-866-583-BLUE (2583) or visit dowbuildingsolutions.com.

Proven, reliable products: For over 65 years,
we have been developing, testing and expanding
our product line so your homes consistently
outperform building codes, competitors and
customer expectations.

Marketing support: A wide range of bestin-class marketing tools helps promote
Outperformance Homes and drive homebuyers
directly to our builder partners.

$1,019
$1,026

A name people know and trust: Your business
is associated with the red Dow diamond and
the STYROFOAM™ Brand name — emblems of
quality that are recognized worldwide.

Homeowners who spread the word — When your
customers are happy, they are more likely to recommend
your company and Outperformance Homes to other
homebuyers.

Increased proﬁtability — When you build Outperformance
Homes, you can sell more homes at a higher margin than
homes built only to code.

$71

With Dow Building Solutions as your partner and
product provider, you have the solutions and
support that will help you differentiate yourself in
the marketplace, reduce costly callbacks, improve
customer satisfaction and sell more homes.
When you work with us, you beneﬁt from:

In-market sales teams: A team of dedicated and
knowledgeable Dow professionals is available
to assist you, and an extensive sales force is in
the ﬁeld working to generate demand for our
Outperformance Home builders.

Fewer callbacks — Outperformance Homes combine
quality materials with enhanced protection against water
leaks and drafts — meaning you’ll face fewer time-intensive
callbacks.

$955

MORE THAN A GREAT PRODUCT.
A GREAT PARTNER.

Higher customer satisfaction — Outperformance Homes
are designed to deliver greater comfort and energy savings,
and that helps ensure your customers are happier for years
to come.

Increased sales — With a growing base of satisfied
customers, you have the potential to expand sales
and win business from your competitors.

VS
Outperformance Home
$255,000

Build the homes that build your business.
Outperformance Homes: Beyond buyer expectations.
Way beyond your competitors.

Read on to see how Outperformance Homes offer you easyto-install solutions that protect the home from energy waste,
the effects of moisture inﬁltration and much more. You’ll
also learn key beneﬁts that will help you educate potential
homebuyers on the value of Outperformance Homes. If you’d
like to learn more about Outperformance Homes or Dow
Building Solutions, reach us at 1-866-583-BLUE (2583) or
visit dowbuildingsolutions.com.

Get results that every homeowner can be
comfortable with.
Outperformance Homes consume and
waste less energy than homes built to code,
resulting in lower utility bills and more money
in homeowners’ pockets.
Outperformance Homes guard against water
intrusion that can cause rot and decay; this helps
protect the homeowner’s investment long-term.
Quality of life increases as the homeowner
enjoys more consistent temperatures and
fewer drafts.
Indoor air quality improves due to the
blockage of dust, dirt, allergens and pests.

Above Grade

Going deeper than curb appeal.
Outperformance Homes are more durable,
healthier and less costly to heat and cool.

Layer upon
layer of protection

For both builders and homebuyers, an Outperformance Home
brings high value, not high cost. It features an integrated system
of products that work together to help:

An Outperformance Home has an
integrated window system that
shields against moisture and air,
minimizing drafts, mold and decay.
Properly sealed windows also
block insects, pests and allergens
from entering the home.

• Protect against energy loss and costly utility bills
• Reduce drafts, air leaks and temperature ﬂuctuations for
exceptional interior comfort in cold and warm climates
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A major gap in home efﬁciency: thermal bridging.
Wood framing accounts for 25% of a wall’s surface. In a typical code-built home,
insulation is only placed between the studs — meaning one-quarter of the wall is left
uninsulated. The wood framing allows signiﬁcant energy loss through what is known as
thermal bridging. Our rigid foam insulation covers the entire surface, helping to reduce
thermal bridging and energy waste.

• Shield against moisture and the impact it has on the
durability of the home and the health of those who live there
• Offer a tighter air seal that reduces the intrusion of allergens
and improves the overall air quality

• STYROFOAM™ Brand Rigid Foam Insulation from Dow (including Square Edge,
Tongue & Groove, DURAMATE™ Plus and Residential Sheathing) offers long-term
thermal performance, exceptional water resistance and enhanced energy efﬁciency
while delivering an impressive R5 per inch of thickness

At Dow, we focus on the whole house. This illustration offers
a “big picture” look at some of the key features that make an
Outperformance Home so appealing.

• WEATHERMATE™ Construction Tape is used to seal the seams of the blue board
for added protection against air inﬁltration and moisture intrusion

Don’t give air an opening.
Outperformance Homes use the Dow insulating and sealing products below to protect
against air and moisture infiltration while improving comfort, efficiency and durability.

WHY BUILD OUTPERFORMANCE?

• STYROFOAM™ Brand SPF Insulation, FROTH-PAK™ Foam Insulation and
FROTH-PAK™ Foam Sealant expand during installation to block air inﬁltration,
enhance thermal performance and manage moisture on jobs of all sizes

More consistent comfort — which
helps you satisfy more customers. Air
leaks account for up to 40% of the energy
used* to heat and cool a home. By installing
STYROFOAM™ Brand Insulation over the
studs, you can reduce air leakage 3X more
than housewrap over OSB sheathing. This is
just another way that Outperformance Homes
are built to stay warmer in winter and cooler in
summer — features on every homebuyer’s list.

• GREAT STUFF PRO™ Window & Door and GREAT STUFF PRO™ Gaps & Cracks
Insulating Foam Sealants expand to take the shape of cracks and voids, forming a
permanent, airtight and water-resistant bond to vinyl, wood, masonry and metal surfaces
• GREAT STUFF PRO™ Wall & Floor Adhesive forms a tight bond to adhere
subﬂoors, drywall, paneling, foam panels and most construction materials

For protection against air inﬁltration, it’s a wrap.
Air inﬁltration is the number one cause of energy loss in a home. It’s an expensive one,
too, accounting for up to 40% of typical heating and cooling bills. An Outperformance
Home combines the products below to help prevent this costly problem.

*Source: www.energysaver.gov

• WEATHERMATE™ Housewrap is tough and tear-resistant. When installed
over sheathing in wall construction, it reduces costly air and moisture inﬁltration

A dry wall behind
the drywall
When installing siding, nails
can create holes in housewrap,
opening the way for water,
wood rot and mold growth.
Outperformance Homes forgo
housewrap for rigid foam insulated
sheathing. This dense, waterresistant material forms a snug
seal around the nails.

**Based on a heated basement with a one-foot exposed foundation. Source: inspectapedia.com.

• WEATHERMATE™ Construction Tape resists moisture and air intrusion when
placed over joints and seams of housewraps and insulated sheathing
• WEATHERMATE™ Straight Flashing and WEATHERMATE™ Flexible Flashing
offer excellent adhesion to insulated sheathing, steel, masonry, concrete, gypsum and
wood, and resist water intrusion around windows, doors and custom-shaped openings
• WEATHERMATE™ Sill Pan is a two-piece assembly that adjusts to ﬁt most
window sill widths and forms a protective barrier against water

Above Grade Solutions

Greater energy efﬁciency — which
differentiates you from your competitors.
According to the U.S. Department of Energy,
heating and cooling account for 50 to
70 percent of the energy used in the average
American home. This is one of the reasons
why over 70 percent of homebuyers indicate
that a home’s energy-efficiency features
have the biggest influence on their purchase
decision. Outperformance Homes provide
exceptional energy efficiency — making them
ideal for today’s energy-minded homebuyer —
and ideal for your business.

Integrated System

Above grade applications that are above the grade.
In the TEETH (Twelve Energy-Efﬁcient Test
Homes) Project, Dow is tracking and capturing
data on Outperformance Homes in a real-world
environment. The results of the ongoing TEETH
study also underscore the above grade beneﬁts
that homebuyers get from an Outperformance
Home: improved thermal, air and moisture barriers for
enhanced efﬁciency and comfort. It is well documented
that moisture content of wood over 20% for extended
periods of time is known to cause fungal decay.
Code home
Above grade walls built with OSB:
• Over 20% moisture content for
5% of winter
• Low temperature: 9.5ºF
Outperformance Home
Above grade walls built with
STYROFOAM™ Brand Insulation:
• Over 20% moisture content for
only 1% of winter
• Low temperature: 17.8ºF
87% warmer than the code home!

Take condensation out of
the conversation

Stay warm and dry —
even if the ground isn’t

Just as condensation appears
on a cold glass of water, it can
form on the surfaces inside
the exterior walls of a home,
causing mold and rot. Help
prevent condensation by
using STYROFOAM ™ Brand
Rigid Foam Insulation in your
Outperformance Homes.

The average home loses 22%
of its energy through the
basement, largely because
cement walls have an R-value
of just 1. An Outperformance
Home insulates exterior
basement walls and crawl
spaces to reduce heat loss
by about 70%.**

Add inner strength with
our above grade solutions.
Homes that look great and perform even better.
Air and water have one thing in common: They will ﬁnd any way
they can to get into a home. And once inside, they can wreak
havoc on energy consumption, air quality, personal comfort and
the structural integrity of the home.
Outperformance Homes feature an integrated system of Dow
insulation and sealing solutions to keep the weather where it
belongs: outside. Installing STYROFOAM ™ Brand Insulation
continuously on the exterior of the home offers thermal
protection, defends against wind-driven moisture and can
reduce air leakage through walls so homebuyers can:
• Save on heating and cooling costs
• Enjoy a home free of drafts and unpleasant temperature ﬂuctuations
• Be better protected from mold, mildew, allergens and odors
• Reduce the chances of costly repairs from water damage and dry rot

A complete
approach to insulation
In most new builds, insulation is
only placed between the studs —
leaving 25% of a wall’s surface
uninsulated. An Outperformance
Home has continuous rigid foam
insulation that covers the entire
exterior. The result? Reduced
energy loss and increased
comfort and durability.

An exceptional
seal all around
A typical 2,500-sq.-ft. home has
a half mile of cracks and crevices.
An Outperformance Home is sealed
tight with spray foam insulation to create
an airtight and water-resistant seal.
Homebuyers can say good-bye to
drafts and hello to lower energy bills.

The Power of Outperformance

PROVING THE POWER OF
OUTPERFORMANCE: ABOVE GRADE.
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Below Grade
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Basements should be warm and dry, even if the ground isn’t.
On the basement interior, an Outperformance Home features an additional layer of protection to
help keep water out and warmth in. These products can be installed directly to masonry walls with
no need for studs or a thermal barrier.
• STYROFOAM™ Brand Insulation with slotted edges to simplify installation
(STYROFOAM™ can be left exposed up to 3 inches in basements/crawl spaces)
• THERMAX™ Sheathing with reinforcing foil facers (also for crawl spaces)

Build a competitive advantage
from the foundation up.

Outperformance Homes offer a solid base for
comfort, quality and customer satisfaction.

• THERMAX™ White Finish Insulation for a finished look without drywall

Crawl spaces — drier with Dow.

Dirt is not an effective insulator. Neither is concrete.
That’s why the foundations of many new homes built to
current code fail to properly protect against the harmful
impact of moisture and cold.

In vented crawl spaces, moist air can enter the vent and travel to other areas of the home. This air
increases indoor humidity levels, clings to ﬂoor joists and plumbing ﬁxtures, and ultimately may lead
to warping and swelling of wood and furnishings. In an Outperformance Home, you can use Dow
products to design an unvented, insulated crawl space for a drier environment and energy savings.

Dow’s solutions for below grade applications are ideal for
protecting and insulating basements and crawl spaces,
keeping homeowners comfortable and dry — even if the
ground isn’t.

• STYROFOAM™ Brand XPS Foam Insulation and THERMAX™ Sheathing
Polyisocyanurate Insulation can be left exposed on crawl space walls

When insulating basements, think outside the concrete box.

Applying our STYROFOAM™ Brand Rigid Foam Insulation to
the exterior basement walls or crawl space helps prevent water
intrusion and enhances interior comfort and energy efﬁciency.

No matter how thick a foundation is, concrete is slim on insulation properties. Dow’s below
grade solutions create a seal that helps reduce heat loss, improve drainage, reinforce the
waterproofing membrane and limit condensation.

For further comfort and efﬁciency, basement and crawl
space walls can be insulated on the interior, offering extra
protection and a foundation for a ﬁnished living space. A
great option is STYROFOAM™ Brand Insulation, which can
be left exposed up to 3 inches in basement applications.

• STYROFOAM™ PERIMATE™ for exterior foundation walls provides insulation, protects
waterprooﬁng membranes and assists in drainage of subsurface moisture
• WEATHERMATE™ SILL SEAL Foam Gasket seals the gap between the foundation wall
and the sill plate. Adding sill seal is the solution for reducing air inﬁltration and moisture
wicking from the concrete foundation into the wood sill plates

Comfortable ﬂoor temperatures — even in cold climates.
Code requires that foundations extend below frost lines. In cold climates, this can be more than
5 feet below grade. Dow has solutions to protect a shallow foundation from frost and heat loss
and save on energy, too.
• STYROFOAM™ Brand XPS Foam Insulation under slab helps accommodate a much
shallower foundation and regulates heat loss around it

TEETH (Twelve Energy-Efﬁcient Test
Homes) is a ﬁve-year study conducted by Dow
and Cobblestone Homes. This test community
is designed to put Outperformance building
applications to the test by generating homeefﬁciency data based on whole-house insulation,
air sealing systems and real-world living conditions.
The study is also providing data about energy use,
humidity, moisture, heat ﬂow and temperature. To
date, the results show just how well Outperformance
Homes outperform the typical code-built home.

Code home
Below grade walls:
• Average maximum moisture
content: 18%
• Low temperature: 30ºF
Outperformance Home
Below grade walls:
• Average maximum moisture
content: 13%
• Low temperature: 58ºF
93% warmer than the code home!

An airtight case for reducing drafts and increasing home comfort.
Gaps and crevices allow unwanted air and moisture to enter a basement via rim joists, duct work,
plumbing penetrations and more. These gaps and cracks can create a damp, musty basement.
Outperformance Homes beneﬁt from an overall air and moisture management strategy that
employs the Dow solutions below to help improve comfort and efﬁciency.
• FROTH-PAK™ Foam Insulation and FROTH-PAK™ Foam Sealant are two-component,
quick-cure foams that expand to ﬁll cavities; both are available in reﬁllable cylinders and
feature a gun hose assembly for extended reach
• GREAT STUFF PRO™ Gaps & Cracks Insulating Foam Sealant or ENERFOAM™
Professional Foam Sealant ﬁlls openings up to 3 inches and comes in a portable can for
quick, convenient application; GREAT STUFF PRO™ Gaps & Cracks is recognized as a
ﬁreblock, and its bright orange foam is easily identiﬁable by U.S. code ofﬁcials

Below Grade Solutions

PROVING THE POWER OF
OUTPERFORMANCE: BELOW GRADE.

Below Grade
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Basements should be warm and dry, even if the ground isn’t.
On the basement interior, an Outperformance Home features an additional layer of protection to
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Integrated System

Above grade applications that are above the grade.
In the TEETH (Twelve Energy-Efﬁcient Test
Homes) Project, Dow is tracking and capturing
data on Outperformance Homes in a real-world
environment. The results of the ongoing TEETH
study also underscore the above grade beneﬁts
that homebuyers get from an Outperformance
Home: improved thermal, air and moisture barriers for
enhanced efﬁciency and comfort. It is well documented
that moisture content of wood over 20% for extended
periods of time is known to cause fungal decay.
Code home
Above grade walls built with OSB:
• Over 20% moisture content for
5% of winter
• Low temperature: 9.5ºF
Outperformance Home
Above grade walls built with
STYROFOAM™ Brand Insulation:
• Over 20% moisture content for
only 1% of winter
• Low temperature: 17.8ºF
87% warmer than the code home!

Take condensation out of
the conversation

Stay warm and dry —
even if the ground isn’t

Just as condensation appears
on a cold glass of water, it can
form on the surfaces inside
the exterior walls of a home,
causing mold and rot. Help
prevent condensation by
using STYROFOAM ™ Brand
Rigid Foam Insulation in your
Outperformance Homes.

The average home loses 22%
of its energy through the
basement, largely because
cement walls have an R-value
of just 1. An Outperformance
Home insulates exterior
basement walls and crawl
spaces to reduce heat loss
by about 70%.**

Add inner strength with
our above grade solutions.
Homes that look great and perform even better.
Air and water have one thing in common: They will ﬁnd any way
they can to get into a home. And once inside, they can wreak
havoc on energy consumption, air quality, personal comfort and
the structural integrity of the home.
Outperformance Homes feature an integrated system of Dow
insulation and sealing solutions to keep the weather where it
belongs: outside. Installing STYROFOAM ™ Brand Insulation
continuously on the exterior of the home offers thermal
protection, defends against wind-driven moisture and can
reduce air leakage through walls so homebuyers can:
• Save on heating and cooling costs
• Enjoy a home free of drafts and unpleasant temperature ﬂuctuations
• Be better protected from mold, mildew, allergens and odors
• Reduce the chances of costly repairs from water damage and dry rot

A complete
approach to insulation
In most new builds, insulation is
only placed between the studs —
leaving 25% of a wall’s surface
uninsulated. An Outperformance
Home has continuous rigid foam
insulation that covers the entire
exterior. The result? Reduced
energy loss and increased
comfort and durability.

An exceptional
seal all around
A typical 2,500-sq.-ft. home has
a half mile of cracks and crevices.
An Outperformance Home is sealed
tight with spray foam insulation to create
an airtight and water-resistant seal.
Homebuyers can say good-bye to
drafts and hello to lower energy bills.

The Power of Outperformance

PROVING THE POWER OF
OUTPERFORMANCE: ABOVE GRADE.
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Above Grade

Going deeper than curb appeal.
Outperformance Homes are more durable,
healthier and less costly to heat and cool.

Layer upon
layer of protection

For both builders and homebuyers, an Outperformance Home
brings high value, not high cost. It features an integrated system
of products that work together to help:

An Outperformance Home has an
integrated window system that
shields against moisture and air,
minimizing drafts, mold and decay.
Properly sealed windows also
block insects, pests and allergens
from entering the home.

• Protect against energy loss and costly utility bills
• Reduce drafts, air leaks and temperature ﬂuctuations for
exceptional interior comfort in cold and warm climates
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A major gap in home efﬁciency: thermal bridging.
Wood framing accounts for 25% of a wall’s surface. In a typical code-built home,
insulation is only placed between the studs — meaning one-quarter of the wall is left
uninsulated. The wood framing allows signiﬁcant energy loss through what is known as
thermal bridging. Our rigid foam insulation covers the entire surface, helping to reduce
thermal bridging and energy waste.

• Shield against moisture and the impact it has on the
durability of the home and the health of those who live there
• Offer a tighter air seal that reduces the intrusion of allergens
and improves the overall air quality

• STYROFOAM™ Brand Rigid Foam Insulation from Dow (including Square Edge,
Tongue & Groove, DURAMATE™ Plus and Residential Sheathing) offers long-term
thermal performance, exceptional water resistance and enhanced energy efﬁciency
while delivering an impressive R5 per inch of thickness

At Dow, we focus on the whole house. This illustration offers
a “big picture” look at some of the key features that make an
Outperformance Home so appealing.

• WEATHERMATE™ Construction Tape is used to seal the seams of the blue board
for added protection against air inﬁltration and moisture intrusion

Don’t give air an opening.
Outperformance Homes use the Dow insulating and sealing products below to protect
against air and moisture infiltration while improving comfort, efficiency and durability.

WHY BUILD OUTPERFORMANCE?

• STYROFOAM™ Brand SPF Insulation, FROTH-PAK™ Foam Insulation and
FROTH-PAK™ Foam Sealant expand during installation to block air inﬁltration,
enhance thermal performance and manage moisture on jobs of all sizes

More consistent comfort — which
helps you satisfy more customers. Air
leaks account for up to 40% of the energy
used* to heat and cool a home. By installing
STYROFOAM™ Brand Insulation over the
studs, you can reduce air leakage 3X more
than housewrap over OSB sheathing. This is
just another way that Outperformance Homes
are built to stay warmer in winter and cooler in
summer — features on every homebuyer’s list.

• GREAT STUFF PRO™ Window & Door and GREAT STUFF PRO™ Gaps & Cracks
Insulating Foam Sealants expand to take the shape of cracks and voids, forming a
permanent, airtight and water-resistant bond to vinyl, wood, masonry and metal surfaces
• GREAT STUFF PRO™ Wall & Floor Adhesive forms a tight bond to adhere
subﬂoors, drywall, paneling, foam panels and most construction materials

For protection against air inﬁltration, it’s a wrap.
Air inﬁltration is the number one cause of energy loss in a home. It’s an expensive one,
too, accounting for up to 40% of typical heating and cooling bills. An Outperformance
Home combines the products below to help prevent this costly problem.

*Source: www.energysaver.gov

• WEATHERMATE™ Housewrap is tough and tear-resistant. When installed
over sheathing in wall construction, it reduces costly air and moisture inﬁltration

A dry wall behind
the drywall
When installing siding, nails
can create holes in housewrap,
opening the way for water,
wood rot and mold growth.
Outperformance Homes forgo
housewrap for rigid foam insulated
sheathing. This dense, waterresistant material forms a snug
seal around the nails.

**Based on a heated basement with a one-foot exposed foundation. Source: inspectapedia.com.

• WEATHERMATE™ Construction Tape resists moisture and air intrusion when
placed over joints and seams of housewraps and insulated sheathing
• WEATHERMATE™ Straight Flashing and WEATHERMATE™ Flexible Flashing
offer excellent adhesion to insulated sheathing, steel, masonry, concrete, gypsum and
wood, and resist water intrusion around windows, doors and custom-shaped openings
• WEATHERMATE™ Sill Pan is a two-piece assembly that adjusts to ﬁt most
window sill widths and forms a protective barrier against water

Above Grade Solutions

Greater energy efﬁciency — which
differentiates you from your competitors.
According to the U.S. Department of Energy,
heating and cooling account for 50 to
70 percent of the energy used in the average
American home. This is one of the reasons
why over 70 percent of homebuyers indicate
that a home’s energy-efficiency features
have the biggest influence on their purchase
decision. Outperformance Homes provide
exceptional energy efficiency — making them
ideal for today’s energy-minded homebuyer —
and ideal for your business.
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Overview and Beneﬁts

Dow Support
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You’re backed by the Power of BLUETM
Our team of experts is here to help you outperform.

With Dow Building Solutions as your partner and product provider,
you’ll receive an elite level of customer service and technical support.
Our team of Dow building-envelope experts provides an unprecedented
level of sales and technical support — combined with industry-leading
research and product development — to help you build better homes
and a bigger business.
• Support Our in-house customer service team is trained
to support you and your business from your first order
— and beyond
• Design & Application We provide technical support
to help you with any installation or application questions
• Solutions Our in-the-field sales team consults with
your team to help ensure you’re offering the best
solutions to your customers

IT’S ALMOST LIKE FINDING MONEY
HIDDEN IN THE WALLS.
You may think that an Outperformance Home costs
substantially more to build than a code-built home.
Actually, Outperformance Homes cost less per month to
heat and cool, which offsets the up-front investment and
makes an Outperformance Home a better long-term value
for homebuyers — and helps free up money that can be
used for upgrades, such as granite countertops
or hardwood ﬂoors.

• Innovation Our R&D specialists are constantly creating
new and enhanced systems and applications to help you
stay ahead of codes

Over 65 years of being years ahead.
When you use products from Dow Building Solutions, your business is
associated with a name that is at the forefront of building science and
performance. You’ll begin every project knowing your materials come
from a provider that is part of the Dow Chemical Company, a global
leader in science-based solutions. Moreover, Dow Building Solutions
measures the performance of test homes in real-world conditions to
prove the power of Outperformance building practices. These case
studies, as well as our national marketing initiatives and signiﬁcant
presence at industry events, are designed to create additional demand
for Outperformance Homes.

Code Home
$250,000

Monthly
Mortgage*

$978

Monthly
Heating
Costs

$41

As a leader in the building and construction industry,
Dow has more than 65 years of experience helping
builders outperform codes, competitors and
homeowners’ expectations.
Outperformance Homes feature an integrated system of
Dow solutions that work below grade and above grade to
better protect the structure from air and water inﬁltration,
temperature ﬂuctuations and energy loss. By building
Outperformance Homes — which do not involve substantially
higher costs or complicated building practices — you are
offering your customers a house that is:
• More comfortable
• More durable, protecting your customers’ investment
• More efﬁcient and costs less to operate
At the same time, Outperformance Homes offer many
benefits to you as a builder, including:

You get a better home that costs $7 less a month.
*Monthly payment calculated assuming 20% down payment
and 30-year mortgage at 4% interest.

Ready to outperform your competitors?
To learn more about our solutions as well as the beneﬁts of
partnering with Dow Building Solutions, contact us at
1-866-583-BLUE (2583) or visit dowbuildingsolutions.com.

Proven, reliable products: For over 65 years,
we have been developing, testing and expanding
our product line so your homes consistently
outperform building codes, competitors and
customer expectations.

Marketing support: A wide range of bestin-class marketing tools helps promote
Outperformance Homes and drive homebuyers
directly to our builder partners.

$1,019
$1,026

A name people know and trust: Your business
is associated with the red Dow diamond and
the STYROFOAM™ Brand name — emblems of
quality that are recognized worldwide.

Homeowners who spread the word — When your
customers are happy, they are more likely to recommend
your company and Outperformance Homes to other
homebuyers.

Increased proﬁtability — When you build Outperformance
Homes, you can sell more homes at a higher margin than
homes built only to code.

$71

With Dow Building Solutions as your partner and
product provider, you have the solutions and
support that will help you differentiate yourself in
the marketplace, reduce costly callbacks, improve
customer satisfaction and sell more homes.
When you work with us, you beneﬁt from:

In-market sales teams: A team of dedicated and
knowledgeable Dow professionals is available
to assist you, and an extensive sales force is in
the ﬁeld working to generate demand for our
Outperformance Home builders.

Fewer callbacks — Outperformance Homes combine
quality materials with enhanced protection against water
leaks and drafts — meaning you’ll face fewer time-intensive
callbacks.

$955

MORE THAN A GREAT PRODUCT.
A GREAT PARTNER.

Higher customer satisfaction — Outperformance Homes
are designed to deliver greater comfort and energy savings,
and that helps ensure your customers are happier for years
to come.

Increased sales — With a growing base of satisfied
customers, you have the potential to expand sales
and win business from your competitors.

VS
Outperformance Home
$255,000

Build the homes that build your business.
Outperformance Homes: Beyond buyer expectations.
Way beyond your competitors.

Read on to see how Outperformance Homes offer you easyto-install solutions that protect the home from energy waste,
the effects of moisture inﬁltration and much more. You’ll
also learn key beneﬁts that will help you educate potential
homebuyers on the value of Outperformance Homes. If you’d
like to learn more about Outperformance Homes or Dow
Building Solutions, reach us at 1-866-583-BLUE (2583) or
visit dowbuildingsolutions.com.

Get results that every homeowner can be
comfortable with.
Outperformance Homes consume and
waste less energy than homes built to code,
resulting in lower utility bills and more money
in homeowners’ pockets.
Outperformance Homes guard against water
intrusion that can cause rot and decay; this helps
protect the homeowner’s investment long-term.
Quality of life increases as the homeowner
enjoys more consistent temperatures and
fewer drafts.
Indoor air quality improves due to the
blockage of dust, dirt, allergens and pests.

“With partners like Dow, my business
has gained a new spark that has
helped differentiate us as a builder
in this changing market.”
— Dan Kittilsen
President, DJK Custom Homes, Inc.

“At Cobblestone Homes, we’ve seen our company grow nearly 160%
in the last ﬁve years. There are a lot of reasons behind that growth,
and a big one is our relationship with Dow.”
— Mark Wahl
Owner, Cobblestone Homes

“Dow gets it. The sales and marketing tools that Dow provides our
team are great assets when differentiating Ideal Homes. They help
make it possible for us to give our buyers logical reasons to make
an emotional decision.”

Dow’s
Outperformance
Systems

Industry-Leading Support

— Steve Shoemaker
Director of Marketing, Ideal Homes

Outperform the competition with Dow Building Solutions and Outperformance Homes.
For over 65 years, Dow has been a proven industry leader in above grade, below grade, air sealing
and weatherization solutions. Beginning with the invention of STYROFOAM™ Brand XPS
Insulation in 1941, Dow has been helping builders differentiate themselves in the marketplace
and offer their customers better-performing, energy-efﬁcient homes. See our latest offerings at
insulateyourhome.com.

Outperformance
Homes by Dow
A better build. A better
value. A better investment.
In the U.S.
The Dow Chemical Company
Dow Building Solutions
200 Larkin Center
Midland, MI 48674

Sales and Technical Information
1-866-583-BLUE (2583)

building.dow.com
insulateyourhome.com

NOTICE: No freedom from infringement of any patent owned by Dow or others is to be inferred. Because use conditions and applicable laws may
differ from one location to another and may change with time, Customer is responsible for determining whether products and the information in this
document are appropriate for Customer’s use and for ensuring that Customer’s workplace and disposal practices are in compliance with applicable
laws and other government enactments. The products shown in this literature may not be available for sale and/or available in all geographies where
Dow is represented. The claims made may not have been approved for use in all countries. Dow assumes no obligation or liability for the information
in this document. References to “Dow” or the “Company” mean the Dow legal entity selling the products to Customer unless otherwise expressly
noted. NO WARRANTIES ARE GIVEN; ALL IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE ARE
EXPRESSLY EXCLUDED.
Water-Resistive Barrier
NOTICE: Changes to the International Residential Code require the installation of a water-resistive barrier (WRB) within most exterior wall
assemblies in residential construction. The following Dow insulated sheathing products qualify as a WRB when installed according to the
installation instructions developed for “installation of foam sheathing as a weather-resistive barrier”: STYROFOAM™ DURAMATE™ Plus,
STYROFOAM™ Residential Sheathing, STYROFOAM™ Tongue & Groove, STYROFOAM™ Square Edge, STYROFOAM™ Residing Board,
THERMAX™ Sheathing, TUFF-R™ and Super TUFF-R™ and therefore do not require the use of a building paper or a housewrap as a WRB.
When a WRB is not needed, these Dow foam sheathings may be installed according to standard installation instructions for foam sheathing
from Dow. Be sure products and installation instructions meet code requirements for your particular location. Note: WEATHERMATE™ and
WEATHERMATE™ Plus Housewraps have already qualiﬁed as water-resistive alternatives to the prescribed felt (see Evaluation Reports
NER-593 and NER-640 for approved alternative).
Dow Polyurethane Foam Insulation and Sealants
• FROTH-PAK™ Spray Polyurethane Foam
• STYROFOAM™ Brand Spray Polyurethane Foam
CAUTION: When cured, these products are combustible and will burn if exposed to open ﬂame or sparks from high-energy sources. Do not
expose to temperatures above 240ºF (116ºC). For more information, consult Material Safety Data Sheets, call Dow at 1-866-583-BLUE (2583)
or contact your local building inspector. In an emergency, call 1-989-636-4400 in the U.S. or 1-519-339-3711 in Canada.
FROTH-PAK™ Spray Polyurethane Foam contains isocyanate, hydroﬂuorocarbon blowing agent and polyol. Read the instructions and
Material Safety Data Sheets carefully before use. Wear protective clothing (including long sleeves), gloves, goggles or safety glasses, and proper
respiratory protection.
Do not breathe vapor or mist. Use only with adequate ventilation. It is recommended that applicators and those working in the spray area wear
respiratory protection. Increased ventilation signiﬁcantly reduces the potential for isocyanate exposure; however, supplied air or an approved airpurifying respirator equipped with an organic vapor sorbent and a particulate ﬁlter may still be required to maintain exposure levels below ACGIH,
OSHA, WEEL or other applicable limits. For situations where the atmospheric levels may exceed the level for which an air-purifying respirator
is effective, use a positive-pressure, air-supplying respirator (air line or self-contained breathing apparatus). Spraying large amounts of foam
indoors may require the use of a positive-pressure, air-supplying respirator. Contents under pressure.
GREAT STUFF PRO™ sealant and adhesive products contain isocyanate and a ﬂammable blowing agent. Read the label and Material Safety
Data Sheets carefully before use. Eliminate all sources of ignition before use. Wear long sleeves, gloves, and safety glasses or goggles.
Provide adequate ventilation or wear proper respiratory protection. Contents under pressure.
STYROFOAM™ Brand Spray Polyurethane Foam contains isocyanate, hydroﬂuorocarbon blowing agent and polyol. Read the instructions
and Material Safety Data Sheets carefully before use. Wear protective clothing (including long sleeves), gloves, goggles and proper respiratory
protection. Supplied air or an approved air-purifying respirator equipped with an organic vapor sorbent and a P100 particulate ﬁlter is required
to maintain exposure levels below ACGIH, OSHA, WEEL or other applicable limits. Provide adequate ventilation. Contents under pressure.
STYROFOAM™ Brand SPF should be installed by a trained SPF applicator.
Moisture/Mold Statement
Building and/or construction practices unrelated to building materials could greatly affect moisture and the potential for mold formation.
No material supplier including Dow can give assurance that mold will not develop in any speciﬁc system.
®™Trademark of The Dow Chemical Company (“Dow”) or an afﬁliated company of Dow.
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